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rules for an archive repairing department ; a " Sketch for a 
Bibliography of Archive Science " ; a conspectus of the divisions 
of administrations and archives, public and private, in England; 
and rules for transcribing. 

When the United States government shall have come to the 
realization that it alone of all the great countries of the world 
has made no adequate provision for the centralization of its 
archives under scientific archival care and that private enterprise 
alone is responsible for practically all the printed or typed guides, 
inventories, calendars, and transcripts that have been made, — 
then, and then only, can we hope for a scientific treatise on 
archives, illustrated by American examples, similar to this most 
excellent British work. 

Grace L. Nute 

Reminiscences of Newcastle, Iowa, 1848; A History of the 
Founding of Webster City, Iowa. Narrated by Sarah 
Brewer-Bonebright ; written by her daughter Harriet 
Bonebright-Closz, (Des Moines, Historical Department of 
Iowa, 192 1. xvii, 307 p. Illustrations.) 

It is somewhat unusual for a book of this character to be so 
well organized and so well written. The narrator is telling the 
story of her girlhood experiences, its hardships and pleasures, 
with an attention to detail which is the more remarkable because 
of the lapse of years. She states frankly that she makes " no 
claim for absolute accuracy in dates " and thereby disarms a kind 
of criticism which is frequently made against the writer of 
reminiscences. 

The value of the book lies in its plain, straightforward account 
of the process of building a new home in the wilderness on the 
Iowa frontier, just what was being done in Minnesota during 
the same period. There was the log cabin to be built, food to 
be secured by rifle or by hook and line, furniture for the home 
to be provided, and a crop to be put in. One marvels at the 
amount of labor necessary on the part of every member of the 
household in order to sustain life, and especially the grinding toil 
of the women in their efforts to make a home. Life in a one- 
room partly-floored cabin with flies settling in such swarms upon 
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the food at the table that one person is kept busy with a 
" shooer, " or blackening the rings of drying pumpkin at night ; 
with clouds of mosquitoes making necessary the constant use of 
a smudge pot ; and with other pests such as mice, vermin, and an 
occasional pole cat, is pictured for the reader in all its stern 
reality. 

Chapter follows chapter in logical sequence from the account 
of the migration by oxcart from Indiana through the settlement 
in the new location, the platting of the town, and the offering 
of inducements to draw settlers to the community. The five 
appendixes contain a biographical sketch of Wilson Brewer, 
father of the narrator; recollections of Major Brassfield's 
account of the murder by Henry Lott of a part of Inkpaduta's 
band ; and some poems by Mrs. Harriet Bonebright-Closz. 

The book is illustrated profusely with drawings of pioneer 
implements and utensils, apparently sketched from the objects 
themselves, and thus of great interest to the student of pioneer 
conditions. The volume is well bound, printed on good paper, 
and supplied with a table of contents and list of illustrations. 

WlLLOUGHBY M. BABCOCK, Jr. 

City Charter Making in Minnesota (Bureau for Research in 
Government of the University of Minnesota, Publications, 
no. 1). By William Anderson, Ph.D., Associate Pro- 
fessor of Political Science and Director of the Bureau. With 
a foreword by Cephas D. Allin. (Minneapolis, University 
of Minnesota, 1922. ix, 198 p.) 

The primary purpose of this book is to assemble in compact 
form " all the information which may be found necessary to the 
intelligent drafting, adoption, and amendment of home rule 
charters in Minnesota. " The volume is reviewed in these pages 
because the author devotes an introductory chapter to an his- 
torical survey of the "Development of City Government in 
Minnesota. " Not only does this account add to the value of 
the chapters which follow on the practical problems of present- 
day charter-making, but it makes a real contribution to Minnesota 
history. Attention is first directed to the growth of Minnesota 
cities from 1850 to 1920. The beginnings of local government 



